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[. Introduction

The | arge prehistori c moumedsurimgappgfogitndtelyo b a i
250 x 150 m adrising nearly ten meters above virgin soil in the rolling cultivated fields of
the upper Sakarya (Sangarius) basin pasth of the Phrygian Highlands. It is situat&s km
SE of Eskikehir, 15 km NE of Seyitgazi and 1
The mound itseff on the northern slope of an ancient stream bed, now dry
comprised almost exclusively of prehistoric deposit; thirteen excavation campaigns
suggest that all phases of the Early Bronze Age are represented, underlain by Late
Chalcolithic deposg However,stray finds from théMiddle Chalcolithic periodsuggest that
there are even earlier stratantainedin the mound.The latest prehistoric nerial on the
settlement mound itself comes from the late EB Ill, i.e. the period transitional to the Middle
Bronze AgeThere are also late Hellenistic remainsghe general vicinity.
As in previous years, we had support from two other institutionadtition to
INSTAP: the researchufds of Istanbul University and of the Turkish Ministry of Tourism
and Cultureg(D ¥ S K. M/e would like to once agaisincerely thank the Institute for Aegean
Prehistory (INSTAP) for the financial assistancehvasereceived
The nucleus of the excavation team convened to reopen and clean the excavation
house a few days before fieldwork began on 8ulwork at the site continued unthe 10th
of September.

Participants in the 2007 campaign were as follows:

Prof. Dr. Turan Efe (Director of the Excavations)

S ¢ | ey magoverArmeatkepresentative from tkee r kAgchaealogical Museum)
Deni z kEfelKarchadojogist and draftsperson)

Deni z &saistaét,in our department
Erkan Fidan "
Fat ma kahtn
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Archeologists:
Shizue Miura, tBAjlubhKayaner , Mur a

Undergraduate students of archaeology:
Sevda At eu, ,MuBhenmerd A ksel , Sevilay Pkemetr k€éoba
Kenan Demir, SeCGeyldnMKeat aYelNhsesenn Mustafa Ca

Hi dayet Balkansewaor)( restorer/

Figure 1. Work in progress at the mound. From the soutivest

[I. Outline of the Fieldwork in 2008

As in prior yearsye concentrated on tHeastern Sector of the mourttie excavation
on the northern part of the acropolis was resdimm trenches AA 17 and AA/AB 18 in order
to investigate the EB Il period and trace the extention of the fortification wall and the houses
adjacent to it from the east; the complete planofthesol | ed A Compl ex 1110
AE 19, AD 20, AE ® and AE 21 was thus revealed. We also opened a new trench in the area
to the northwest of Complex Il in Grids Y 20, Y 21, Y 22 and Z 21 to search for houses

possibly encircling it from the west.



kulluobakazisi.bilecik.edu.tr 3

The investigation on the possible outer wall of the Egettlement on the southern
outskirts of the mound has been conducted in two different areas: the southern outskirts of the
mound (Trenches AC 286 and AC 27) and the western sector of the mound (Trenches T 6
and U 6).

In addition, we continued to invégate the Transitional Period into the MBA in Grids
Y 19,Y 20, Z19 and Z 20 (Trenches Y 19, Z 19 and Y/2@Pon the western part of the

AfnEastern Sector o.

T u
06 i

Figure 2. Areas investigated during the 2008ampaign.
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Figure 3. The topographicalplan of K¢l |l ¢oba showing

Black represents the areas in which work was done this past season.
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North Gate (?) ”

South Gate

Figure 4. A simplified plan of the EB Il settlement

II. A. Work undertaken in the northern part of the Upper Town (TrenchesAA
17, AB17 andAA/AB 18
II. A.1.TrenchAA 17

We opened a new trench from the surface measuring 3.5x4.0 m in the SE corner of
Grid AA 17 in orderto trace the westerprolongatiorof the fortification wall and the house
adjacento it. Thesouthern extention of theudbrickstructure fromt he A Tr ansi ti ona
into the MBAO investigated in the previous vy
Again, two architectural phases have been proven in associatlothes structure. An
entrance here leads into a long rectangular posterior room. The wall joining the western wall
from the west proves the existence of an another room to the west. During this operation, an

islamic burial was uncovered near the sourtifife.
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Figure 5. Trench AA 17. The stone foundations of the building dated to the Transitional
Period into the MBA.

Ll A

Figure 6. Trench AA 17. A stonelined bin from the period Transitional into the MBA
(Period IV A)

We thenopened a long narrotvench (.0X4.0) along the south scarp to the west in
orderto trace the wall running weand the corner it forms with the wall limiting the room
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herefrom the west. It sooextendednto the western profildutthe wallwith whichit was
assumedo form a cornemvas notencountered in the investigated area. Apparently it runs a
little fartherwestfrom thetrench.

An earlier phase of the Transitional Period without architecture has been established
after dismantlinghe structure. The early EB Il enly represented by garbage pits in the
investigated area.

After reachinga depth ota. 2.5 mwe finallycame uponhe largefoundation stones
of the structurdrom the last phase of the EB Il period, part of which had been earlier
investigated irthe same gid to the northandGrid AB 17 to the NE Investigations to date
indicate thathis free-standingstructurehadat least two roomdaNe continued to excavate
under thewo-roomed structure until we reachadlepth o#.0 m, butno morearchitectual
remnantsvere observedn the narrow trench to the west we recovered a rectangular bin built
of stoneatabout the same levélom thelast phase of the EB Il periodt is very likely that
the areavheretrench AA 17is situated was an empty spdcpossbly part of theentrance

courtduring the EB Il period

II.A 2. TrenchAB 17

We decided to excavate in the SWeer of Grid AB 17 in an areameasuring2.0 x
4.0 m. The main purpose of extending theldftench to the south at this poivas tosee
whetherthe fotification wall continues southward or westward andséarch fora possible
fiNorth Gat@in this area.

In the southern partevuncovered walls of the Trational building part of which has
been excavated in Trench AA 1IFhe wall running into the western profile for the eastern
flank of the doomhichwasuncoverecearlierin Trench AA 17 The northern prolongation of
the wall runningn a southknorth direction is possibly disturbed. After excavating a thin layer
of the earlier Trasitional Period underneath the flodrtbe building, we came upcearly EB
[l pits. Surprisingly, ve found aed-slippedalabastron type of Syrian Bottle in one of them.

We then proceeded down over the stone foundation and the floor of the buildidg date
to the last phase of the EB Il period (IV A). After removing the wall, we excavated a soft
grayish deposit ca. 1m thick, and finally reached the stones of the fortification wall at a depth
of 4.5 m. The wall turns to the south in the trench and goedhet south profile. The outer

face of the wall is neatly built.
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Figure 7. Trench AB 17.The stone foundations of the building dated to the Transitional
Period into the MBA.

Figure 8. Part of the Citadel wall excavated in TrenchAB 17
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Figure 9.



