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I.  Introduction  

   

 The large prehistoric mound of K¿ll¿oba is an irregular oval measuring approximately 

250 x 150 m and rising nearly ten meters above virgin soil in the rolling cultivated fields of 

the upper Sakarya (Sangarius) basin just north of the Phrygian Highlands. It is situated 35 km 

SE of Eskiĸehir, 15 km NE of Seyitgazi and 1.3 km south of the village of Yenikent.   

  The mound itselfðon the northern slope of an ancient stream bed, now dryðis 

comprised almost exclusively of prehistoric deposit; our thirteen excavation campaigns 

suggest that all phases of the Early Bronze Age are represented, underlain by Late 

Chalcolithic deposits. However, stray finds from the Middle Chalcolithic period suggest that 

there are even earlier strata contained in the mound. The latest prehistoric material on the 

settlement mound itself comes from the late EB III, i.e. the period transitional to the Middle 

Bronze Age. There are also late Hellenistic remains in the general vicinity. 

  As in previous years, we had support from two other institutions in addition to 

INSTAP: the research funds of Istanbul University and of the Turkish Ministry of Tourism 

and Culture (D¥SĶM). We would like to once again sincerely thank the Institute for Aegean 

Prehistory (INSTAP) for the financial assistance we have received. 

The nucleus of the excavation team convened to reopen and clean the excavation 

house a few days before fieldwork began on July 8. Work at the site continued until the 10th 

of September . 

   

 

Participants in the 2007 campaign were as follows: 

 

Prof. Dr. Turan Efe (Director of the Excavations) 

S¿leyman Ateĸ (government representative from the Kērĸehir Archaeological Museum) 

Deniz ķ.M. Ay-Efe (archaeologist and draftsperson) 
 

Deniz Sarē,    assistant in our department 

Erkan Fidan  "   

Fatma ķahin   " 
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Archeologists: 

Shizue Miura, Beyil ¥ner, Murat Afĸar, Tuba Kaya   

 
 

Undergraduate students of archaeology: 

Sevda Ateĸ, Bekir Anul,  Muhmmed Y¿ksel, Sevilay Demirkēr, Fatih G¿nd¿z,  Ahmet ¢oban, 

Kenan Demir, Sevil Kēĸla, Yasemin Ceylan, Murat Yelkesen, Mustafa Can Yal­ēn,   

 
Hidayet Bakērcē (restorer/conservator) 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Work in progress at the mound. From the southwest. 
 

 

 

  II. Outline of the Fieldwork in 2008 

 

 

As in prior years, we concentrated on the Eastern Sector of the mound: the excavation 

on the northern part of the acropolis was resumed in trenches AA 17 and AA/AB 18 in order 

to investigate the EB III period and trace the  extention of the fortification wall and the houses 

adjacent to it from the east; the complete plan of the so-called ñComplex IIIò  in Grids AD 19, 

AE 19, AD 20, AE 20 and AE 21 was thus revealed.  We also opened a new trench in the area 

to the northwest of Complex II in Grids Y 20, Y 21, Y 22 and Z 21 to search for houses 

possibly encircling it from the west.  
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The investigation on the possible outer wall of the EB II settlement on the southern  

outskirts of the mound has been conducted in two different areas: the southern outskirts of the 

mound (Trenches AC 25-26 and AC 27) and the western sector of the mound (Trenches T 6 

and U 6).  

In addition, we continued to investigate the Transitional Period into the MBA in Grids 

Y 19, Y 20, Z 19 and Z 20 (Trenches Y 19, Z 19 and Y/Z 19-20) on the western part of the 

ñEastern Sectorò. 
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Figure 2.  Areas investigated during the 2008 campaign. 
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Figure 3. The topographical plan of K¿ll¿oba showing the areas thus far excavated. 

Black represents the areas in which work was done this past season. 
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Figure 4. A simplified plan of the EB II settlement 

 

 

II . A. Work undertaken in the northern part  of the Upper Town (Trenches AA   

          17, AB 17 and AA/AB 18   

              

   II . A.1. Trench AA 17   

We opened a new trench from the surface measuring 3.5x4.0 m in the SE corner of  

Grid AA 17 in order to trace the western prolongation of the fortification wall and the houses 

adjacent to it. The southern extention of the mudbrick structure from the ñTransitional Period 

into the MBAò investigated in the previous years began to appear ca.50 cm below the surface.  

Again, two architectural phases have been proven in association with the structure.  An 

entrance here leads into a long rectangular posterior room. The wall joining the western wall 

from the west proves the existence of an another room to the west.  During this operation, an 

islamic burial was uncovered near the south profile. 
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Figure 5.  Trench AA 17. The stone foundations of the building dated to the Transitional 

Period into the MBA. 

 

Figure 6.  Trench AA 17.  A stone-lined bin from the period Transitional into the MBA  

( Period IV A)  

 

We then opened a long narrow trench (1.0X4.0) along the south scarp to the west in 

order to trace the wall running west and the corner it forms with the wall limiting the room 
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here from the west.  It soon extended into the western profile, but the wall with which it was 

assumed to form a corner was not encountered in the investigated area. Apparently it runs a 

little farther west from the trench.  

An earlier phase of  the Transitional Period without architecture has been established 

after dismantling the structure. The early EB III is only represented by garbage pits in the 

investigated area.  

After reaching a depth of ca. 2.5 m, we finally came upon the large foundation stones 

of the structure from the last phase of the EB II period, part of which had been earlier 

investigated in the same grid to the north and Grid AB 17 to the NE. Investigations to date 

indicate that this free-standing structure had at least two rooms. We continued to excavate 

under the two-roomed structure until we reached a depth of 4.0 m, but no more architectural 

remnants were observed. In the narrow trench to the west we recovered a rectangular bin built 

of stone at about the same level from the last phase of the EB II period.  It is very likely that 

the area where trench AA 17 is situated was an empty space ï possibly part of the entrance 

court during the EB II period.  

  

     II . A 2. Trench AB 17 

We decided to excavate in the SW corner of Grid AB 17 in an area measuring 2.0 x 

4.0 m. The main purpose of extending the old trench to the south at this point was to see 

whether the fortification wall continues southward or westward and to search for a possible 

ñNorth Gateò in this area.     

In the southern part we uncovered walls of the Transitional building, part of which has 

been excavated in Trench AA 17. The wall running into the western profile form the eastern 

flank of the door which was uncovered earlier in Trench AA 17. The northern prolongation of 

the wall running in a south-north direction is possibly disturbed. After excavating a thin layer 

of the earlier Transitional Period underneath the floor of the building, we came upon early EB 

III pits. Surprisingly, we found a red-slipped alabastron type of Syrian Bottle in one of them.  

We then proceeded down over the stone foundation and the floor of the building dated 

to the last phase of the EB II period (IV A).  After removing the wall, we excavated a soft 

grayish deposit ca. 1m thick, and finally reached the stones of the fortification wall at a depth 

of 4.5 m. The wall turns to the south in the trench and goes into the south profile.  The outer 

face of the wall is neatly built.  
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Figure 7.  Trench AB 17. The stone foundations of the building dated to the Transitional 

Period into the MBA. 

 

 

Figure 8.   Part of the Citadel wall excavated in Trench AB  17 
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Figure 9.    

 

 

kulluobakazisi.bilecik.edu.tr 


